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S1See  «European Court of Human Rights, Questions and Answers

«,available at:
http://www.echr.coe.int/NR/rdonlyres/37C26BF0-EE46-437E-

B810-EA900D18D49B/0/ENG_QR.pdf, p.4.

52 Convention against Discrimination in Education, General Conference of

the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, (14
December 1960).
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*International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination, United Nations General Assembly, (December 21, 1965).
5*Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against

Women, United Nations General Assembly, (1979).
% Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading

Treatment or Punishment (United Nations Convention against Torture),
United Nations General Assembly, (10 December 1984).
»ILO/UNESCO Recommendation concerning the Status of Teachers, (5

October 1966).
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(UNESCO Recommendation on the Status of Scientific Researchers,
General Conference, (20 November 1974)).
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(UNESCO Recommendation concerning the Status of Higher-Education
Teaching Personnel (11 November 1997)).
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60 See http://www.unesco.org/en/higher-education/mission.
61 See http://portal.unesco.org
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65 See http://portal.unesco.org/education,(1997).
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S7A list of the current appointed members is available at:

http://lwww.ilo.org/public/english/dialogue/sector/techmeet/ceart/about2.h
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Art.1(c) of the Revised Mandate of the Joint ILO/JUNESCO Committee

of Experts on the Application of the Recommendation concerning the

Status of Teachers is available online at

www.ilo.org/public//english/standards/relm/gb/docs/gh276/lils-9.htm

0 See:http://mww.ilo.org/public/english/dialogue/sector/techmeet/ceart/ab

outd.htm

p. 22.

:OHCHR

2 See Working with the United Nations Human Rights Programme: a

Handbook for Civil Society, p. 8, available at:

http://mww.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/NgoHandbook/ngohandbo

ok1.pdf
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> Goran Hyden, «The Efforts to Restore Intellectual Freedom in Africa «,

Issue: A Journal of Opinion, African Studies Association, Vol. 20, no. 1,
(Winter 1991). at 55.
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African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights, Organization of African
Unity, (27 June 1981).
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1 Shiviji, Issa, G. «The Jurisprudence of the Dar es Salaam Declaration on
Academic Freedom «, Journal of African Law, Vol. 35, No.1-2, (1991).p.

129.
9 |bid, p.130.
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%8, See the: Hiroshi Itoh, Lawrence Ward Beer, Constitutional Case Law of
Japan: Selected Supreme Court Decisions, 1961-70, University of
Washington Press, Chapter 4, pp.117-157. 1978.

% Government of Ireland, Universities Act, Dublin, Government of
Ireland. 1997. See Part Ill, Chapter 1, Article 14 ,available at:
http://mww.ihegn.ie/_fileupload/Publications/UniversitiesAct1997_ 79918
537.
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102 See for example, The Case of Sierra Leone where Local Districts have
Formed Human Rights Committees:
http://kenemadistrict.org/DistrictFacts.php. In some cases, there may be
potential to bring academic freedom related violations to the attention of
such committees to explore remedies at the sub-national level.

103 See Scholars at Risk Working Paper, «Standards on International
Academic Freedom, Institutional Autonomy and Responsibility: A
Summary of Existing Statements «, March 2007. available at:
http://www.scholarsatrisk.nyu.edu
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Academic Freedom in International Human
Rights Law
Reza ESLAMI
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Abstract

This article first studies the meaning as well as the
elements and characteristics of the academic freedom and
elaborates the human rights foundation of this
fundamental freedom. The article then refers to the state
obligations to both refrain from any interference and
provide protection needed in academic institutions. The
article also reviews international documents and certain

_ state constitutions which deal with academic freedom.

This article finally examines the scope and also the limits
of academic freedom should be enjoyed by the faculty
members and students in academic environment as well as
the topics they deal with in their research. The article
concludes that there should be a bounding document in the
international human rights law to recognize this important
freedom and to require states to provide more serious
protection and mechanisms for academic freedom
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